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Structure of a research paper
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Reading for research – depends on the
purpose of the reading process (e.g. reading for
general information vs. reading for specific
information)
Since linearly reading every word of each
and every publication that comes your way is
highly inefficient and time-consuming, we
need to resort to reading strategies which
will optimize the search for information.

One of the most widely used formats is
the (TA)IMRaD structure of a paper,
employed in most experimental works.

Reading strategies
Generally, there are three types of reading strategies
you can use:

Skimming

• running your eyes over the entire text
quickly without reading in detail –
adequate for gaining general information
about a certain topic as an initial stage of
reading;

Scanning

• reading portions of the text and looking for
particular information, such as keywords,
specific expressions, etc. – adequate when
searching for concrete data, typically after
the attention to the text has already been
drawn;

Detailed
reading

• reading each word in a section of the text
for understanding and annotation (i.e.
selecting and making notes about the
content) – employed when the reader is
certain that the text contains relevant, valid
and informative information.
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TAIMRaD structure of a research paper
Title

• describes the contents of your document in the fewest possible
words;

Abstract
(or Summary)
Introduction

Methods

Results

• provides a miniaturized, fully informative version of the
whole paper;
• narrative presentation of the main objective of the work,
review the literature, contributions others, etc.;

• description of experimental procedures, experimental
design, an the like;
• presentation of the obtained results (without discussion);

and

Discussion

• statement of conclusions illustrating the significance of the
obtained results;
• elaboration of how the results lead to the conclusions.
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Time-saving reading steps
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When reading for the first time, you may want
to try and read in these stages:

1.
Title

2.
Abstract

3.
Conclusions

4.
Introduction

When reading for the second time, you may
concentrate on reading the other sections or
entire paper.

5.
Headings,
figures,
captions

6.
References

Publishing in English
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PLAGIARISM: “Taking over the ideas, methods, or written
words of another, without acknowledgment and with the
intention that they be taken as the work of the deceiver.”
American Association of University Professors
(September/October, 1989).

Quotation involves the intentional repetition of
language in a prior text, but provided that quotation
marks are in place and the source is cited, plagiarism is
not involved.
 Acknowledge your sources;

 Cite them properly, using one of several citation styles;
 Choose a style that is appropriate for your field, by following your
professor’s advice or instructions provided in the journal’s style sheet.

Main citation styles
• CHICAGO (or TURABIAN, widely used in the arts
and humanities),

Three major
citation styles

• MLA (mostly used in the humanities),
• APA (used chiefly in social sciences, education,
engineering, and business).

Other distinctive science
styles

• CSE for the biological sciences,
• AMA for the biomedical sciences, medicine,
and nursing,
• ACS for chemistry,
• AIP for physics, plus other styles for
astrophysics and astronomy,
• AMS for mathematics and computer sciences.
(see: Lipson 2006: 5)
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CMS (Turabian) Citation Style
The Chicago Manual of Style (CMS) includes two systems for citation: a notes and
bibliography (NB) system and an author-date (AD) system. The NB system is used in
most history courses. History places much emphasis on source origins, so footnotes
and endnotes are used to demonstrate on--‐page where a particular piece of
information came from. In CMS, a number is assigned to a particular fact in the text,
and the correlating footnote or endnote will link the source to the text and to the
bibliography. The most recent CMS formatting can be found in the sixteenth edition
of the CMS manual.
Examples:

• General book format: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma. New York:
Penguin Group, 2006.
• Page from Website: Shiva, Vandana. “Bioethics: A Third World Issue.”
Nativeweb. http://www.nativeweb.org/pages/legal/shiva.html.
• In-text citations: This phenomenon is best referred to as a “cumulative
collaboration of evidence.”12
Match number 12 to endnote 12 at the bottom of the page or in notes section

12. Stephen C. Pepper, World Hypotheses (Los Angeles: University of California
Press, 1961), 49.
Excerpted from: The Purdue OWL – Citation Chart
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MLA Citation Style
The Modern Language Association (MLA) provides a method for source
documentation that is used in most humanities courses. The humanities
place emphasis on authorship, so most MLA citation involves recording the
author’s name in the physical text. The author’s name is also the first to
appear in the “Works Cited” page at the end of an essay. The most recent
MLA formatting can be found in the seventh edition of the MLA manual.
Examples:
• General book format:
Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma. New York: Penguin Group, 2006.
Print.
• Page from Website:
Shiva, Vandana. “Bioethics: A Third World Issue.” Nativeweb. Nativeweb,
n.d. Web. 22 Feb. 2006.
• In-text citations:
This phenomenon is best referred to as a “cumulative collaboration of
evidence” (Pepper 49).
Excerpted from: The Purdue OWL – Citation Chart
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APA Citation Style
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The American Psychological Association (APA) provides a method for
source documentation that is used in most social sciences courses. The
social sciences place emphasis on the date a work was created, so most
APA citation involves recording the date of a particular work in the
physical text. The date is usually placed immediately after the author’s
name in the “References” page at the end of an essay. The most recent
APA formatting can be found in the sixth edition of the APA manual.
Examples:
• General book format: Pollan, M. (2006). The Omnivore’s dilemma. New
York, NY: Penguin Group.
• Page from Website: Shiva, V. (2006, February). Bioethics: A third world
issue. Nativeweb. Retrieved from
http://www.nativeweb.org/pages/legal/shiva.html
• In-text citations: This phenomenon is best referred to as a “cumulative
collaboration of evidence” (Pepper, 1961, p. 49).
Excerpted from: The Purdue OWL – Citation Chart

Recommended reading
The Purdue OWL – Citation Chart:
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/20110928111055_949.pdf

EASE Guidelines for Authors and Translators of Scientific Articles to be Published
in English:
http://www.ease.org.uk/publications/author-guidelines-authors-and-translators/

Lipson, C. (2007). Cite right: a quick guide to citation styles—MLA, APA, Chicago,
the sciences, professions, and more. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press
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