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Sentence Style: Eliminate Wordiness

• Avoid passive voice (?), needless repetition, and wordy phrases and clauses.

COMPARE: 

• He dropped out of school on account of the fact that it was necessary for him to help

support his family.

• He dropped out of school to support his family.

He dropped out of  school on account of  the fact that it was 

necessary for him to help support his family.



Exercise with Owl Purdue Online Writing Lab

• There are many ways in which a student who is interested in

meeting foreign students may come to know one.

Any student who wants to meet foreign students can do

so in many ways.



• It is very unusual to find someone who has never told a

deliberate lie on purpose.

Rarely will you find someone who has never told a deliberate lie.



• Trouble is caused when people disobey rules that have

been established for the safety of all.

Disobeying safety regulations causes trouble.



But avoid a style that is too simple!

A side note on THAT / WHICH:

• “The thesis explores the innovative elements of Poe’s detective fiction

which produced and influenced the form of the classic detective story.”

“The thesis explores the innovative elements of Poe’s detective fiction that produced and

influenced the form of the classic detective story.”

“The thesis explores the innovative elements of Poe’s detective fiction, which produced

and influenced the form of the classic detective story.”



Combine the sentences into one concise 

sentence:

• Taylor brought some candy back from Europe. It wasn't

shaped like American candy. The candy tasted kind of

strange to him.

Taylor brought some strange-tasting candy back

from Europe that wasn't shaped like American candy.



• Sometimes Stan went running with Blanche. She was a good

athlete. She was on the track team at school.

Sometimes Stan went running with Blanche,

a good athlete on the track team at school.



A real-life example:

• “Yet Loach positions this rights-demanding “citizen” within a neoliberal

society, being created via neoliberal state’s considerable coercive power, its

legal and punitive apparatus, as well as “a new governmental pedagogy”

(Cherniavsky, 2017, p. 2), all of which are highlighted in the film, and all of

which combine to dissolve any obligation on the part of the state towards

the citizens’ wellbeing and, indeed, their rights, thus calling into question the

very concept of such traditional citizenship.”



The Reviewer’s Comment

• Jezik je neophodno „obuzdati“ budući da predugačke rečenice sprečavaju

razumevanje ili zbog njih čitalac gubi interes za čitanje.

• Onda kada se bude izdvojila centralna ideja i hipoteza rada, a potom pružili

validni argumenti da se ta hipoteza dokaže ili opovrgne, biće lakše čitati i

pratiti rad. U ovom obliku čitalac ima osećaj da rad govori o nečemu što je

veoma relevantno, ali mu izmiče poenta što zbog nedostatka konteksta na

samom početku rada, što zbog „težine“ jezika i predugačkih argumenata, što

zbog ne tako uspešne organizacije i nekoherentnosti ideja.



Identify the problem:

• But murder mysteries are also fantasies. The people who read

such books of fiction play a game. It is a game in which they

suspend certain human emotions. One of these human

emotions that they suspend is pity.

Too many 

repetitions



Paraphrasing

• Rewriting a given sentence using your own words.

• Use the same idea(s) in that sentence and write it

differently: different words, grammar, and style.

• ALWAYS CITE THE SOURCE



Too many words simply repeated!

• Original sentence:

• Plaza is closed because of  the bad weather conditions.

• Inappropriate paraphrase:

• Plaza is closed because of  the bad weather.

• Why is it inappropriate?

Since the weather is terrible, the 

shopping mall is not open.



Paraphrase the passage:

• “The years after World War One were an important turning point
in the making of the American nation. The country turned away
from the problems of Europe. Now it would deal with problems
of its own.”

(American History Series: The United States Turns Inward After World War
One, Voice of America, learning English.voa.com)

(Source: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/exercises/32/41/78/)



Summarizing

• a short version of a longer original source

• THE GOAL: to “present a large amount of information in a

short and concise text that includes only the most
important ideas of the original text.”

• “The appropriate summary keeps the original main idea

and it is much shorter than the original text.”



Tense Consistency

• Always check your sentences for confusing shifts in tense.

EXAMPLE:

• As Barbara puts in her contact lenses, the telephone rang.

1. As Barbara put in her contact lenses, the telephone rang.

2. As Barbara puts in her contact lenses, the telephone rings.



Identify the problem:

• Everyone hopes the plan would work.

• Harry wants to show his friends the photos he took last summer.

• Scientists predict that the sun will die in the distant future.

• The boy insisted that he has paid for the candy bars.

• Everyone hoped the plan would work.

• The boy insisted that he had paid for the candy bars.



Find the six faulty shifts in tense.

In "The Use of Force" William Carlos Williams describes a struggle involving a
doctor, two parents, and their young daughter. The doctor must obtain a throat
culture from the girl, who was suspected of having diphtheria. This ordinarily
simple task is hindered by the frightened and uncooperative patient, Mathilda
Olson. Adding to the doctor's difficulties were the parents, who had to struggle
with their own conflicting emotions. They want their daughter helped, but they
did not trust the doctor to do the right thing. Sensitive to the parents'
uncertainty, the doctor became more and more frustrated by Mathilda's
resistance. Williams gives considerable attention to how each of the Olsons
react, but it is clear that his main interest was in the doctor and his responses.

(adapted from a student essay, source: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/exercises/2/22/52)



Action in a fictional narrative: PRESENT

• In "The Use of Force" William Carlos Williams describes a struggle involving a
doctor, two parents, and their young daughter. The doctor must obtain a throat
culture from the girl, who was suspected of having diphtheria. This ordinarily
simple task is hindered by the frightened and uncooperative patient, Mathilda
Olson. Adding to the doctor's difficulties were the parents, who had to struggle
with their own conflicting emotions. They want their daughter helped, but they did
not trust the doctor to do the right thing. Sensitive to the parents' uncertainty, the
doctor became more and more frustrated by Mathilda's resistance. Williams gives
considerable attention to how each of the Olsons react, but it is clear that his main
interest was in the doctor and his responses.



Punctuation

Punctuate the following sentence:

• Woman without her man is nothing.

Woman, without her man, 

is nothing.

Woman: without her, 

man is nothing.



Commas

and, but, for, or, nor, so, yet

• “The game was over, but the crowd refused to leave.

• The student explained her question, yet the instructor still didn’t seem to

understand.

• Yesterday was her brother’s birthday, so she took him out to dinner.”



Starter words for introductory clauses

after, although, as, because, if, since, when, while

• “While I was eating, the cat scratched at the door.

• Because her alarm clock was broken, she was late for class.

• If you are ill, you ought to see a doctor.

• When the snow stops falling, we'll shovel the driveway.”



But not vice versa!

INCORRECT:

• “She was late for class, because her alarm clock was broken.”

• “We'll shovel the driveway, when the snow stops falling.”



Participles, Infinitives, Long phrases

• “Having finished the test, he left the room.

• To get a seat, you’d better come early.

• The sun radiating intense heat, we sought shelter in the cafe.”



To set apart nonessential elements / additional 

information

• Clause: That Tuesday, which happens to be my birthday, is the only day when I

am available to meet.

• Phrase: This restaurant has an exciting atmosphere. The food, on the other

hand, is rather bland.

• Word: I appreciate your hard work. In this case, however, you seem to have

over-exerted yourself.

(Source: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/607/02/)



The Oxford / Harvard Comma 

(the Serial Comma)

• a comma placed immediately before the coordinating

conjunction (and / or) in a series of three or more terms.

Often OPTIONAL:

• We sell books, videos, and magazines.



Sometimes obligatory: clarifies the meaning

• COMPARE:

• ‘Please bring me a pencil, eraser, and notebook.’

• ‘Please bring me a pencil, eraser and notebook.’

In the second sentence, the 

speaker is asking the eraser and 

notebook to bring him the pencil!



Explain the difference:

• “I love my parents, Lady Gaga and Humpty Dumpty.”

• “I love my parents, Lady Gaga, and Humpty Dumpty.”

(Source: https://www.grammarly.com/blog/what-is-the-oxford-comma-and-why-do-people-care-so-much-about-it/)



Comma Abuse

INCORRECT:

• An eighteen-year-old in California, is now considered an adult.

INCORRECT:

• The most important attribute of a ball player, is quick reflex actions.

(Source: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/607/02/)



…between the two verbs or verb phrases in a 

compound predicate

INCORRECT: 

• We laid out our music and snacks, and began to study.

INCORRECT:

• I turned the corner, and ran smack into a patrol car.



Don’t separate compound subjects or 

compound objects

INCORRECT (compound subject):

• The music teacher from your high school, and the football coach

from mine are married.

INCORRECT (compound object): 

• Jeff told me that the job was still available, and that the manager

wanted to interview me.




