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Sentence Style: Eliminate Wordiness

ÅAvoidpassivevoice(?),needlessrepetition,andwordyphrasesandclauses.

COMPARE: 

ÅHe droppedoutof schoolonaccountof thefactthatit wasnecessaryforhimto help

supporthisfamily.

ÅHedroppedoutof schooltosupporthisfamily.

He dropped out of  school on account of  the fact that it was 

necessary for himto help support his family.



Exercise with Owl Purdue Online Writing Lab

ÅTherearemanywaysin whicha studentwho is interestedin

meetingforeignstudentsmaycometo knowone.

Any studentwhowantsto meetforeignstudentscando

soin manyways.



ÅIt is veryunusualto find someonewho hasnevertold a

deliberatelie on purpose.

Rarelywill youfind someonewhohasnevertold adeliberatelie.



ÅTrouble is causedwhen peopledisobeyrulesthat have

beenestablishedfor thesafetyof all.

Disobeyingsafetyregulationscausestrouble.



But avoid a style that is too simple!

A side note on THAT / WHICH:

ÅòThethesisexploresthe innovativeelementsof Poeõsdetectivefiction

which producedandinfluencedtheform of theclassicdetectivestory.ó

òThethesisexploresthe innovativeelementsof Poeõsdetectivefiction that producedand

influencedtheform of theclassicdetectivestory.ó

òThethesisexploresthe innovativeelementsof Poeõsdetectivefiction, which produced

andinfluencedtheform of theclassicdetectivestory.ó



Combine the sentences into one concise 

sentence:

ÅTaylor brought some candyback from Europe. It wasn't

shapedlike American candy. The candy tasted kind of

strangeto him.

Taylor brought some strange-tasting candy back

from Europethat wasn'tshapedlikeAmericancandy.



ÅSometimesStanwentrunningwith Blanche. Shewasa good

athlete. Shewason thetrackteamatschool.

SometimesStanwent runningwith Blanche,

agoodathleteon thetrackteamatschool.



A real-life example:

ÅòYetLoach positionsthis rights-demandingòcitizenówithin a neoliberal

society,beingcreatedvia neoliberalstateõsconsiderablecoercivepower,its

legaland punitive apparatus,as well asòanew governmentalpedagogyó

(Cherniavsky, 2017, p. 2), all of whicharehighlightedin the film, andall of

whichcombineto dissolveanyobligationon the part of the statetowards

thecitizensõwellbeingand,indeed,their rights,thuscallinginto questionthe

veryconceptof suchtraditionalcitizenship.ó


